WOOD NORTON HALL
Near Evesham

Since 1945 the Centre of BBC technical training
but once the home of the Duc d'Orleans
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Introduction

athOUgh
the Wood Norton Estate in its hey-day ranked as one of the
finest country estates in the midlands with its picturesque setting, its
seclusion, its splendid views, its well stocked farms and woodlands,
its game preserves, deer park and other amenities, its main claim to
distinction and general interest has always been in the story of those
who owned and occupied it. It is widely known, particularly in the
Evesham district, that the British Broadcasting Corporation are now in
occupation and that at some time in the past it was the home of the
heads of the Bourbon-Orleans family of the royal house of France but
for many, and I was one, this was as far as it went. The object of this
booklet therefore is to present a greatly condensed account of the
history of Wood Norton to date but omitting the many unproven
stories which still circulate as to the 'goings on' of the French who
lived there between 1857 and 1912.
I have been greatly assisted in my research for information by the
availability of press reports appearing in the Evesham Journal and other
newspapers circulating at the time when the principal events referred to
took place. I have quoted freely from these sources, from legal documents which I have been able to peruse and from various publications
of the British Broadcasting Corporation. I have also had the benefit of
the personal recollections of several local gentlemen who were present
when some of the events took place, notably Mr. Victor Wasley who
was brought up at Wood Norton, his father being Head Keeper ,
Mr. F.W. Stratton of Charlton and Mr. Kenneth Gill Smith of Evesham.
I would also like to record my thanks for the help and facilities
provided by Mr. Harry Henderson, the present head of the British
Broadcasting Corporation's
Engineering Training Establishment
at
Wood Norton, and many others whose suggestions as to what might or
might not be included have been invaluable.

Benjamin G. Cox
Evesham 1975
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The Wood Norton Estate
It is not

possible in a work of this kind to go into any detail regarding the history of the Wood Norton
estate since it is spread over many different parishes and in the course of time had absorbed several other
smaller estates. Wood Norton Hall and its immediate surrounds is in the parish of Norton and Lenchwick
and about two miles west of Evesham on the old Worcester Road (B.4084) overlooking the River Avon.
In mediaeval times the whole area formed part of the forest of Feckenham which belonged to the King as
part of his demesne. The estate passed through various hands, the whole of Norton and Lenchwick being
for hundreds of years one estate. The estate belonged for many years to the Bigge family, whose memorials
can be seen in Norton Church, and later to the first Lord Craven, and eventually, with other estates,
became the property of Edward Holland of Dumbleton, the last Liberal Member of Parliament for Evesham.
He was elected in 1857 and again in 1859 and 1865.
At this time the residence was little more than a shooting lodge but had been enlarged from time to time by
Edward Holland and considerable extensions were subsequently carried out by the Due d'Aumale to
accommodate himself and other members of his family. The Wood Norton estate ~p's purchased by the
Due d' Aumale in 1872 to provide a permanent home in England for himself and other members of the
Bourbon-Orleans family. He had occupied the principal residence on the estate, Wood Norton Hall, since
1857, probably under a lease or agreement of some kind. The estate was purchased from W.M. Coulthurst
and H.L. Antrobus for £200,000 and at that time comprised practically the whole of the parish of Norton
and Lenchwick except the glebe, and large portions of the parishes of Fladbury, Bishampton, Harvington
and Church Lench. The estate comprised some 4,000 acres and included Craycombe House, several large
farms and numerous cottages and agricultural buildings, woodlands, and the Avon fisheries, in addition to
the principal residence and the amenity lands which went with it.
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BUring
the Due d' Aumale's long absences from Wood Norton the property was occupied by his nephews,
Louis-Philippe, Comte de Paris, and Robert-Philippe-Louis-Eugene-Ferdinand,
Due de Chartres,
who were the sons of his brother Ferdinand, Due d'Orleans, who died in 1842, and other members of his
family. Following the death of the Due d' Aumale in 1897 the estate, with the claim to the throne of
France, passed to his great-nephew, Louis-Philippe-Robert,
Due d'Orleans, who carried out considerable
rebuilding at Wood Norton. Part of the Due d'Aumale's house was demolished and the remainder incorporated as servants' quarters to the present residence, built by Messrs. Collins & Godfrey of Tewkesbury,
the architect being Mr. G.H. Hunt of Bedford Row in London. The Due d'Orleans made numerous additions
to the estate and a full schedule showing all the holdings, acreages and tenancies with a detailed plan of the
whole estate is preserved in the Almonry Museum in Evesham, where a number of interesting relics from
Wood Norton and signed portraits are also preserved.
Shortly before the royal wedding at Wood Norton in 1907, of which more later, the Due d'Orleans sold the
property at Twickenham known as York House, which had been bought by the Due d'Aumale in 1864, and
removed the beautifully wrought iron gates from that property to Wood Norton to grace the entrance to his
driveway from the public highway near the new lodge on the Evesham side of the driveway (the old lodge
and driveway being further along the road in the direction of Fladbury where the exit road from Wood
Norton Hall now joins the highway). In the centre of each gate was the monogram of the House of Orleans
and the double 'P'; above the gates stood out the arms of the royal house of Orleans with the motto
"Mountjoye St. Denis". Tradition has long asserted that these gates originally came from the royal palace of
Versailles but this has been proven incorrect, as an article in the issue of The Connoisseur of November
1924 clearly establishes that they were made in England bY- J. Starke Gardner. The gates were 20 feet
high and 21 feet between the stone piers. Except for the royal arms, which were removed during the
second world war to enable double decker buses to enter the driveway, the gates are still largely intact and
worthy of close inspection. The royal arms are now in the Almonry Museum in Evesham.
The property known as York House, Twickenham, became the Municipal Offices of the Borough of
Twickenham in 1926 following the death of the Due d'Orleans and since 1965 have fulfilled the same role
for Richmond on Thames Council.

The Due d'Aumales house at Wood Norton with foundations for the Due d'Orleans house in the foreground
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visitor to Wood Norton in 1912, shortly before the property left the ownership of the Orleans family,
made the following observations relating to the mansion as it then was:-

The exterior of the house, following

its rebuilding, had no particular merit architecturally

but the interior

was most interesting and unusual. The walls of the hall and passages were panelled half way up in carved
oak and above was hung tapestry in which the leading feature was the Fleur de l.vs. The doors were all of
heavy oak, carved, and even the door handles and electric light fittings were adorned with the emblem of
the royal house of France. The dining room was a beautifully

proportioned

room with panelled walls and

ceilings and the high backed chairs had the Orleans arms emblazoned on the crimson leather. Leading from
the dining room were smaller apartments similarly panelled and these were principally

remarkable for the

art treasures they contained Among these were many famous pictures by French artists and they included
a striking portrait of King Louis - Philippe painted when he was at the hey-day of his power. On a wall
nearby hung the replica of a celebrated picture to be seen at Versailles. This showed Louis-Philippe riding
through the streets of Paris accompanied by his five sons, one of whom was, of course, the Duc d'Aumale.
In the same room was a fine portrait of the Duc d'Aumale painted about two years before his death.

At the head of the staircase which gave access to the gallery from which the bedrooms were reached, was a
fine portrait of the then Duc d'Orleans painted by the Duchess, who was an artist of considerable ability,
and depicting the Duke in a characteristic attitude

with his gun and with the result of his day's sport lying

at his feet The upper rooms, like those on the ground floor, were panelled to the ceiling and this gave them
the appearance of being somewhat dark and heavy. Those facing the south-east had a delightful outlook
over the Avon valley. The Duchess's bedroom was more brightly furnished than some of the others. It had a
dome shaped ceiling and this had been exquisitely painted to represent 'dawn'. The Duke's bathroom
was a most luxurious apartment It consisted throughout of white marble and the bath was sunk below the
floor level. The fittings all through were of solid silver. The Duke's study, too, was on this floor and the
walls were lined with valuable old books. It was here that he wrote those interesting books descriptive of
his Arctic expeditions which he circulated privately.

A t the rear of the house the Duke had erected a museum for the proper accommodation
exhibition

and better

of the many trophies he had brought home with him for his big game hunting expeditions.

Many of the specimens were preserved and set up by the Duke himself and included an elephan t carrying a
howdah containing

two passengers. Leading from the museum was a replica of the cabin of the ship in

which the Duke journeyed through the northern seasand nearby were the kennels of the Arctic dogs which
accompanied him on his explorations, and a little further away were the cages and pits where he kept the
polar bears and other animals which he brought back with him from his expeditions. Nearby was the
private chapel built by the Duc d'Aumale soon after he purchased the Wood Norton estate and here, every
Sunday, a service was conducted by a priest from Broadway. The chapel was very plain but the interior was
brightened by a picture painted by the Duchesse d'Orleans representing the Virgin bearing" a shield emblazoned with the emblem of the royal house of France surrounded by cherubs.
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the return of the Duchesse d'Orleans to Austria in 1911 and the subsequent departure of the
remaining members of the family from Wood Norton, the estate was sold to Sir Charles Swinfen Eady,
afterwards Lord Swinfen of Chertsey, Master of the Rolls, who died in 1919. Shortly after the death of
Lord Swinfen the estate was sold to Mr. George Swift of Evesham, a banana importer and ship owner and
keen business man. He never lived at Wood Norton himself and the estate was broken up and sold off in lots,
most of the tenants being able to acquire their holdings. He retained the mansion and a little over 600 acres
which he ultimately sold to the Hon. Algernon Mills of the banking firm of Glyn Mills & Co. In 1925
Wood Norton became a preparatory school for boys between the ages of 7 and 14, having been transferred
from The Priory at Malvern. The school prospectus named Mr. Claude H. Giles, B.A., as principal and
offered every facility including a swimming bath, 11 acres of sports ground and a sanatorium. The school
offered a thorough grounding for entry to the public schools and the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth,
the fees being 45 guineas a term. The enterprise lasted barely a decade as the whole contents of the school
were offered for sale by auction in October 1936.
After the closure of the school several abortive attempts were made to sell the property and demolition was
contemplated. Many must have thought that the end of Wood Norton was near at hand and that its
associations with Evesham would henceforth be of little significance, but it was not to be, for in 1939 the
property was acquired by the British Broadcasting Corporation and my last chapter will relate something of
the important role it fulfilled during World War II and is still playing today.

One of the beautifully appointed rooms at Wood Norton
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The Due d'Aumale
f§2enri-EUgene-PhiliPpe-Louis d'Orleans, Due d' Aumale, was born in Paris on 16th January 1822, the fifth
son of King Louis-Philippe and Queen Marie-Amelie of France. He served with distinction in the French
army from 1840 to 1847 when he was appointed Governor General of Algeria. On 25th November 1844
he had married Marie-Caroline-Augusta, Princesse des Deux Siciles, who was also a member of the Bourbon
family. When his father was deposed in 1848 he fled to England with other members of the family and
lived at Orleans House, Twickenham, which his father had purchased in 1815. His father died in 1850. The
Duc d'Aumale came to live at Wood Norton in about 1857, several years before he actually bought it, and
lived there until 1871 when he was permitted to return to France. Although he became a member of the
French assembly on his return to France he must have felt somewhat insecure because the following year he
purchased the Wood Norton estate to which he returned for a while when he was again banished from
France in 1886 due to an upsurge of support in that country for the restoration of the monarchy. This
last banishment did not last long, however, as within a few years he was permitted to return to his beloved
France which he had served so well in many capacities. He was allowed to spend his declining years there.
He was recognised as a considerable authority on the French army and in 1867 published Institutions
Militaires de la France. In 1869 he published another work, Histoire des Princes de Conde, Conde being a
family name.
Whilst at Wood Norton he took a great interest in the Evesham Agricultural Society and subscribed liberally
to the funds and in 1864, with his Duchess and the Prince de Conde, he attended a special dinner of that
Society in Evesham Town Hall. His steward, Mr. Charles Randall, who lived at Chadbury House, was one of
the country's leading agriculturalists. The Duke was exceedingly fond of shooting, and when at
Wood Norton hunted regularly with the local packs and also established a pack of harriers of which
H.H. Stephenson , who played cricket for Worcestershire, was huntsman. Mr. G.F. Bomford (1837-1931)
in his memoirs published in the Evesham Journal in the column Other Days - Other Ways under the
editorship of Mr. E.A.B. Barnard, M.A., F.S.A., recorded the following incident concerning the
Due d'Aumale whose coverts adjoined those of the Bomford family at Sheriffs Lench:-
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Our farm was almost surrounded by the coverts of the Duc d'Aumale who had bought the Holland estate
and lived at Wood Norton. He always took every step in his power to protect his pheasants and partridges
which lived to a great extent on our land and in consequence we were always treated with great courtesy by
the Duc himself and by his eqent; Mr. Charles Randall. A t a later date the Duc acquired the shooting on our
farm. By the year 1863 the Duc d'Aumale was well known in the district and was very popular with his
tenants and all lovers of sport He introduced a pack of harriers and hunted not only in this neighbourhood
but also on the Cotswolds. In March 1863 I received the following notet-

Chadbury, near Evesham,
March 16th 1863
Dear Sir,
I am desired by H. R. H. the Duke

d'.Aumale

to request the favour of your company to breakfast with him at

Wood Norton at 10 o'clock Tuesday the 25th inst., on which day a deer will be loosed before the harriers at
Bishampton. Oblige me with a line in rep

tv. And

believe me, Yours very truly,

Charles Randall.

mre

then follows G.F. Bomford's description of the breakfast:-

On March 25th I repaired to Wood Norton to breakfast Several of the French princes were present including the Prince de Joinville and the Due de Chartres. I sat next to the former and found him a most agreeable
conversationalist

I do not remember much about the menu but I do recollect that strawberry pie was a

leading feature and that it was much appreciated by the guests.

m

Duc D'Aumale died at Zucco on the 7th May 1897. He was buried at the Chapelle Royale Saint-Louis
at Dreux, the French.town with which Evesham is twinned. This chapel gives shelter to the tombs of all the
principal members of the Orleans family which are grouped around the burial place of King Louis-Philippe.
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The Due d'Orleans
,UOUiS-PhiliPpe-Robert, Due d'Orleans, was the elder
son of Louis-Philippe, Comte de Paris, and was born
at York House, Twickenham, on 6th February 1869.
He was taken to France in 1871 when the House of
Orleans had secured the abrogation of the law proscribing them. He was educated at Eu and at the
College Stanislas in Paris. In 1886 a new law was
passed again exiling from France the heads and heirs
of all formerly sovereign families and he returned to
England to the London home at Twickenham. He
passed through the Royal Military College at
Sandhurst and received a commission in a British
Regiment which was then stationed in India and with
which he served for a few months from January 1888.
On attaining his majority he went to Paris and
offered himself for military service but was promptly
arrested, tried and sentenced to two years imprisonment. He was incarcerated at Clairvaux until June
1890 when he was released and conducted to the
Swiss frontier. After the death of his great uncle the
Due d' Aumale in 1897 he was recognised by most
French royalists and the Spanish Bourbons, who at
one time had been claimants, as the rightful King
Pretender of France where he always hoped he would
one day return as monarch.
He came to live at Wood Norton in 1898 after rebuilding the mansion and was joined by his wife, the
former Princess Marie-Dorothee of Austria, his sister, Princess Louise-Francoise, and other members of his
family. He lived in his new mansion in semi-regal splendour with liveried footmen and many servants and
enjoyed life to the full. The Due d'Orleans was a keep sportsman, an excellent shot and golfer, and was at
one time President of the Evesham Golf Club, but his chief joy was big game hunting. He undertook
voyages to the Arctic in 1905, 1907 and 1919 and travelled extensively in Africa bringing back zoological
specimens for the museum at Wood Norton and other museums. He also became a keen motorist and was a
familiar sight in the district when out in his smart cars which he preferred to drive himself whenever
possible; he usually drove a Renault.
In 1911 his Duchess, who had been in poor health for some time, went to Austria to stay with her mother
and never returned to Wood Norton nor, so far as I can ascertain, to her husband and no doubt this breakup and the need to satisfy the ever growing list of creditors caused him to come to the decision to sell
Wood Norton.
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his departure from Wood Norton in 1912 the Due d'Orleans wrote the following farewell letter to be
read at the final audit:

My dear Tenants;
I have received your joint letter expressing to me your kindly sentiments and feelings and to which you
have all so thoughtfully set your signature.
It is not possible for me to write as I would wish and say how deeply affected and touched I am by those
expressions of goodwill and how much I appreciate those feelings which have prompted your letter both to
myself, my family, and my House which have so long been associated with Woodnorton, the estates and
yourselves.
It is with deep regret that I break my connection with you all and your letter will always be a most treesured memento to me of the happy and joyful

days I have spent in England and of the good and kind

tenants I have had the honour and good fortune to be surrounded
In parting with you all, I would wish for you a future, of prosperity, combined with that good fortune thet
should attend your efforts

at all times, your various undertakings, and as some recompense for your

unfailing courtesy and your devotion to your country.
Philippe

8fter
leaving Wood Norton he travelled extensively in the Arctic and on the African continent and
frequently stayed at the homes of various members of the Bourbon family in Spain, Italy and Sicily until
his death at Palermo in 1926. His tomb can be seen in the Chapelle Royale at Dreux. During tne stay of the
French Royal family at Wood Norton they made many friends among the nobility of the country and
maintained a very happy relationship with their tenants and local residents and considerable benefits
accrued to the tradespeople of Evesham who supplied goods to the royal household. These tradesmen were
proud to display the Orleans crest outside their premises and on their bill heads. I find some of these old
Evesham family businesses still displaying the Orleans crest on their bill heads in the early 1930s, and
Messrs. Wheatleys boot and shoe store in High Street, Evesham, still displays a very beautiful 'by appointment' sign on its walls.
On the death of the Due d'Orleans in 1926 the headship of the House of Orleans and with it the Pretendership to the throne of France passed to Jean, Due de Guise, who in 1899 had married Isabella the daughter
of Louise-Philippe, the Comte de Paris. The Due de Guise died in 1940 and was succeeded by Henri,
Comte de Paris, the present head of the family.
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Kenneth Gill Smith, a re tired solicitor, and President of the Vale of
Historical Society, has
kindly made for me lengthy notes of his recollections of Wood Norton, the views expressed being, of course,
his own; the following is an extract:-

Though I lived the first four years of my life during the last four years of the life of the Duc d'Aumale I
have no personal recollections of him. From what I have been told by those who knew him well, it seems
that he lived the life of a sporting country gentleman and was accepted by the local gentry and seems to
have been popular

with his servants, his tenants and working people (at any rate as long as they did not

poach or disturb his game). Not so the Duc d'Orleans who succeeded him. I have always understood that he
said some insulting words, or, at least, spoke in a derogatory manner, about Queen Victoria. He had, so far
as I know, no local friends, was shunned by the aristocracy and, having another English home, York House,
Twickenham, and I believe a house or houses abroad, he mostly used Wood Norton as a shooting box. He
increased his sporting facilities by enclosing a deer park where he kept a herd of red deer, which in season,
he used to stalk, sometimes in company with his mother, the Comtesse de Paris. Killing animals and birds
seemed to be his main pastime.

In the case of many deer he shot he went further; for it is said that he used

to like to skin and dress the carcasses himself. On several occasions I have seen deer carcassesat Evesham
Railway Station addressed to some London Hospital. In his latter days at Wood Norton he fenced off a
small area of the park adjoining Lenchwick village and introduced kangaroos. I think he had four, none of
which survived for very long. I remember walking along the footpath and passing the kangaroos close to the
fence and one of them was looking down at my fox terrier looking up at it - a picture I have never forgotton.

I only set eyes on the Duc d'Orleans twice. The first time was in the very early days of motoring when, at
dusk, and presumably just having arrived by train from London, he was driving out to Wood Norton. The
second occasion was some years later when I was with my father on the golf links at Craycombe which was
then part of the Wood Norton estate. The duke had not long been a member of the club and I am under the
impression that he was a novice. Anyway on this occasion we saw him make a powerful drive from the first
tee and recall that he played left-handed. I remember him as a big, burly, brown bearded man. Had the
French monarchy with the same dynasty survived, he would, at that time (and indeed for some years then
past) have been King of France and he always claimed to be such. He was largely ignored by the local
population but his tenants and workers liked him well enough because (apart from game preservation) he
never interfered with them. His estate agent lived on the edge of the Cotswolds and was an easy going and
good natured type who was quite at home with the farmers and enjoyed their hospitality

and was consid-

erate to the more humble tenants so, on the whole, most people concerned were happy. The tradespeople
of Evesham benefited greatly from the proximity

of Wood Norton.

One of the sisters of the Duc d'Orleans was Queen Amelie, consort of Don Carlos, the King of Portugal.
In 1904 the Duke invited his brother in law and sister to Wood Norton for a grand house and shooting
party. Years later I noticed in the directory of Evesham the names of two men each christened Carlos.
One of these I knew and, as I had quessed, he was born in 1904! Living at Wood Norton for most of the
time were the Duc d'Orleens younger brother, the Duc de Montpensier, and three other sisters, the
Duchesse de Guise, and Princess Louise who was subsequently married at Wood Norton. I remember an
occasion when the Duchesse de Guise, when staying at Wood Norton, was thrown from her horse and
broke her leg. Dr. L. F. Leslie, an Evesham doctor with a high reputation, was sent for and contact was
made with Miss Mary Hopkins, matron of Evesham Hospital. After this the French Royalists took an
interest in the hospital.

A fund raising function

called a 'cafe chantant'

was held and was opened by

Princess Louise.

One of the Duc d'Orleans most trusted servants was Benjamin Wasley, who was a notable character and
occupied an important position at Wood Norton from the days of the Duc d'Aumale until after the death
of the Hon. Algernon Mills. He was the head game keeper at least as long ago as 1889, at the time of the
murder in Lenchwick coppice of one of the Duke's under-keepers during a poaching affray. Three men
were charged with the murder, one was acquitted and the other two were found guilty and hanged.
Benjamin Wasley was present on this occasion and described it to me. He also told me that after every big
shooting party he had to make out a full report of the day's sport, game shot, etc., and, in full evening dress,
present it to the Duc d'Orleens in the evening.
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Contemporary
description of the Museum
me
hunting trophies of Hi, Royal Hiqhness a", extremely interestinq and some of them unique," being
the type of a new form, or a record specimen. They have been mounted by Rowland Ward, the eminent
London Naturalist, and by whom the museum has been fitted up, and the result exemplifies the interest
and prowess of its Royal Owner. Many of them are masterpieces of the Taxidermist's art, and arranged in
spirited life-like groups, reproducing actual occurrences witnessed by the Duke, or events in which he took
a prominent part. Thus the contents form an epitome, so to speak, of his career as a sportsman in various
quarters of the globe during the past twenty years. From 1887 to 1889 he was shooting in India and Tibet,
with an excursion to Switzerland in the year last named; in 1890, he visited the Caucasus and North
America; in 1892 and 1893, he was in Somaliland; and in 1904, 1905, and again this year, in the Arctic
Regions between Spitzbergen and the East Coast of Greenland. To these travels must be added annual
shooting trips in Spain, and frequent visits to Hungary for roe and chamois.

The museum is a rectangular building, 90 feet long by 60 feet wide. The group-cases are disposed along the
sides and in the centre, while on the upper part of the walls are smaller cases, and numberless trophies of
heads, horns and antlers, diversified with native spears, swords, shields and coats of mail. Among the
trophies are the head of the Orleans elephant, obtained by the Duke in North Somaliland, and recently
named in his honour, as typifying a new race by Mr. R. Lydekker; and the finest known head of Waller's
antelope, which stands first in the List in Rowland Ward's "Records of Big Game". Other notable heads are
those of American bison, moose, wapiti, musk oxen of the sub ovibos species wardi from Greenland, rocky
mountain goat, practically all the Indian game, including the Tibet antelope and the Assam race of the arna,
(in which the horns stand out almost straight from the skull); red deer and roe, some of the latter exhibiting
interesting abnormal growths, and a fine skull and antlers of the extinct Irish giant deer. From the roof are
suspended crocodiles, pythons, lion, tiger and bear skins; and bustards, pelicans and vultures in the attitude
of flight.

At the entrance stands a magnificant specimen of the Alaskan bear near which is the bronze trophy
presented to H.R.H. when he left France after his ineffectual attempt to perform his military duty. To the
right is a very spirited Somaliland group representing scenes which the Duke witnessed from the
comparative security of his zereba. On a rock on one side, two lions are engaged in a deadly struggle, and on
the other a well-grown lioness has got a Grevy Zebra down and has evidently all it can do to keep its prey
from rising. Beyond stands a Himilayan bear; the dam was shot by the Duke at Chakatra, in the North West
Provinces, and the Cub taken. It was brought home and kept for some time at Sheen House, till like most
bear pets it became somewhat troublesome, and was sent to the Zoological Gardens where it died. A very
fine langur, or sacred monkey; and a specially good specimen of Marco Polo's sheep, are sure to attract
attention. Beyond these, which are backed by cases of bright plumaged birds, are the battery of the
Comte de Paris and the bronze plaque - "A Monseigneur et Madame" - in 1896. The mounting of an
American bison charging, is very spirited; near by are a fine example of Woodland Caribou, and a very
picturesque case of Arctic birds, gulls, puffins, razorbills, divers, skuas and snowy owls in appropriate
surroundings.

Some of the Arctic mammals were sent by the Duke to the recent Sporting Exhibition at Antwerp, where
his exhibits were greatly admired. There was nothing to approach them for the beauty and rarity of the
specimens and their life-like modelling, and H.R.H. received a well-merited diploma.

A specially interesting specimen is a chamois obtained in the Carpathians. It is mounted as if standing on
high rocky ground, and the right leg is extended straight in front. The Duke had known this animal for three
seasons before he succeeded in getting it. According to the current story the Chamois had been wounded by
a Poacher, and with its injured leg, could not get down to the lower ground. From its strange gait, the
poachers of the neighbourhood came to the conclusion that there was something uncanny about the beast,
and consequently they let it severely alone. The bones of the fore limb, which have been cleaned and hung
below the Chamois show conclusively why the animal carried its leg in this fashion. The Poacher's ball
injured the small bones just below the elbow joint; in the natural process of repair the callus extended over
this joint rendering the limb incapable of flexure, so the enchanted chamois of the Carpathian Poachers
turned out to be a very ordinary, but unfortunate animal.
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In the angle at this part of the building a door leads into a very interesting annexe,

a replica of the Duke's
quarters on board the "Belqica", in which his Arctic explorations were carried out. Opposite the door is a
staircase leading to the deck, and on the left are the state- rooms, one of which will be occupied by the
. Due de Montpensier during the Wedding festivities. The furniture in the Duke's quarters is that used by him
during his exploring and collecting work. The Cabin is comfortably, but very simply fitted, and the general
impression left upon the visitor is that of the practical and workmanlike character of the accommodation,
admirably correspondent to the scientific nature of the cruises.
At the bottom of the museum is the very fine Arctic display which is certainly unapproached by anything in
this country or on the Continent. Those who remember Mr. Rowland Ward's work in the Jungle Scenes at
the Colonial & Indian Exhibition, and in later days at Earl's Court, will form some idea of the Arctic group,
which occupies the entire end of this large building, screened off by plate-glass with scenic background,
floe ice, and snow, showing groups of walrus and all the Arctic varieties of Seals, as well as Polar Bears
in life-like attitudes of repose, the grouping of which has been done on the spot at Wood Norton by
Mr. Rowland Ward personally. One of the striking scenes is a gigantic Polar Bear stretched on the ice with
fore paws extended watching a hole for seals. The Duke's observations throw light on the methods of this
animal in taking prey. As soon as the seal appears, it is caught by the head with the extended fore-paw,
pulled up and thrown violently on to the frozen snow. In its struggles the seal marks with its hind limbs a
semi-circle, the centre of which may be defined by the blood where the head has rested. Sometimes the
prey is dragged over the snow, and sometimes seized by the middle and carried by the bear. In another case
are three younger bears, two of which were secured by the Duke without taking his repeating rifle from his
shoulder. Beyond these are a pair of walruses, killed at Cape Amendts. These attacked a boat and sunk it,
rolled from the ice field in their death struggle, and sank in about three fathoms, so that their recovery was
a work of considerable difficulty. The Duke compared these great beasts when swimming with the tusks
raised, to elephants charging, but when they were stretched out on the ice after being recovered from the
water, they were mere shapeless masses of flesh. In the last purely Arctic scene, are a number of seals, the
crested or bladder seal, in two examples, Greenland ring bearded and common seals, in many cases with
young. The attitudes are not the conventional ones, but there can be no doubt of their correctness, since
the copious notes of the Duke and the numerous drawings and photographs of his scientific staff have
been strictly followed, thus ensuring the display of the animals in natural positions. Characteristic birds,
such as glaucous and great black-backed gulls are introduced.

In the last case is a representation of the wild life in the neighbourhood of a Northern Fjord. Here are
reindeer, lynxes, Arctic foxes, lemmings, a breeding station for sea-fowl in the background, a number of
Snowy Owls in various stages of plumage, common and King Eider and a hybrid between the capercaillie
and black cock. The front of this row of cases is ornamented with the original drawings of incidents in the
cruises.

The cetaceans are to be represented by a narwhal over 15 feet long, and miniature models of baleen and
other whales, but are not yet completed. Above ski, snow-shoes, and sledges hang from the roof while on
the walls reindeer antlers and walrus skulls are displayed round a fine picture by Heywood Hardy, the
eminent animal and portrait painter, representing the Duke resting at the foot of a tree, after having shot his
finest Somaliland lions.

The elephant trophy represents what must have been a very trying experience for a young sportsman. The
Duke had killed two tiger cubs, and it was thought that the dam, which was wounded, was hiding in some
undergrowth behind a tree. The Duke's elephant being bolder than the rest was sent forward to pull down
the tree, when the tigress sprang upon the howdah - in which position she had been mounted and smashed
the Duke's rifle with a blow of her paw. The charge in the right barrel exploded, and the tiger startled by
the noise and the flash, fell back and took refuge in the bush, while the elephant made off in the opposite
direction. On the next day the Duke brought the tigress to bay, and thus secured a trophy of which he has
every right to be proud.

The snow leopard attacking a Marco Polo Sheep, though not shot in the act, was mounted from the Duke's
notes of a similar scene which he had witnessed. The beautiful cat had sprung on the back of the great
sheep and had seized it by the back of the neck; and the vigour and determination of the beast of prey have
been admirably reproduced. In another case are three fine examples of Wallachian sheep, with long wool,
black head and neck,and long horns in some respects comparable to those of the markhor. In one these have
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a wide spiral, in another the spiral is narrow and the horns have a narrow V shape, while in the third they
are depressed almost to the level of the top of the skull. Close by are some Carpathian Chamois with
sur~undings appropriate to their elevated habitat, which is also indicated by the mountain hare, grouse,
chough, Turkey, Eagle, Buzzard, Owls and Capercaillie. The cornice is ornamented with Chamois frontlets
and horns. Two important cases on the left from the entrance remain to be noticed. One contains animals
from Somaliland, the local race of Grevy's Zebra, the lesser koodoo, perhaps the most beautiful of the
African antelopes, Waller's antelopes, and young, Soemmerings Gazelle, the beisa antelope, a number of
dik-diks and striped and spotted hyenas. Near this is a smaller case, a bunch of fine griffons preying on a
goat. Separately mounted are some examples of the Caucasian tur, which are among the first to be brought
to this country. In the other large case is a collection of the different species introduced by the Duke into
the Park at Wood Norton. Among these are Japanese deer, kangaroos, Patagonian Cavies, Badgers, Wild Cats,
rheas or South American ostriches, bustards, golden pheasants and exotic cranes. The rest of the space on
this side is occupied with smaller cases for the most part of birds and large shields of frontlets and horns.
And thus the visitor returns to the great Alaskan bear at the entrance, having made the tour of the finest
collection of Sportman's trophies in this country. Of these the distinctive note is that they have been
obtained by the Royal owner, or by expeditions under his command. In order to accommodate so many
visitors, a great part of the collection usually occupying the entire ground floor, has been temporarily
arranged in very close quarters."

14

Royal visitors to Wood Norton
~uring
their time at Wood Norton the Orleans family entertained many of their Bourbon relatives from
the various branches of the family and members of the royal families of most European countries. Many
of such visits were kept secret for political and private reasons but a good many of these visits were publicly
announced and created much interest in the country and were met with great enthusiasm by the local
residents.
In 1867 the Due d' Aumale received Edward, then Prince of Wales, and there was great excitement in
Evesham when the forthcoming visit was made known. The Mayor called a public meeting to consider
how best to mark the occasion and elaborate arrangements were made to ensure that the royal visitor
had no doubts about his popularity and the pleasure his visit would give to the people of Evesham. A
triumphal arch was erected on the railway bridge, flags were unfurled from houses and the church bells
were rung on the day of his arrival. A specially prepared address was compiled and signed by the Mayor
with the corporate seal affixed, which read as follows:

I
/

(

I
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\
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To his Royal Highness Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, Earl of Chester, etc., etc., May
it please your Royal Highness - We, the Mayor, Alderman and Burgesses of Evesham approach your
Royal Highness on your first visit to our ancient Borough with a humble but sincere and loyal welcome.
Your Royal Highness arrives at a town, the immediate vicinity of which saw victory crown the arms of the
heir apparent to the English Throne - Prince Edward. Our governing charter records the circumstance that
it was granted to this Borough by his Majesty King James I 'at the special petition of his first-born son, the
Lord Prince Henry, being the first petition which he made to his Majesty in the Kingdom of England'. And
our town, in constant memorial of this, selected its armorial bearings from those borne by your Royal
Highness, as Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of Chester; while our Grammar School, which
was refounded by Prince Henry, is still designated by his name. These facts, so connectinq our history with
the Prince of Wales, may give your Royal Highness an additional interest in our ancient borough, even as
they in us deepen those sentiments of affection and loyalty which the English People everywhere entertain;
augment the pleasure with which we tender our heart-felt congratulations on the approaching restoration,
as we trust, to complete health of Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, your amiable consort; and lend
an especial earnestness to our prayer for the welfare, and prosperity of your royal house.
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Due d' Aumale arrived at the station in an open landau drawn by four horses and His Royal Highness
was duly welcomed, the band played God Bless the Prince of Wales and the loyal address was duly presented.
His Royal Highness left the station yard where a large crowd had collected and his carriage disappeared
from view amid hearty cheering. The following week the streets of Evesham were lined by throngs of
people waiting to see the Royal party drive through the town to Cropthorne Court to the meet of the
Worcestershire hounds. Arrangements were made for the school children to be present 'so that the event
may be impressed on their youthful memories'.
In the following year the Crown Prince and Princess of Germany (afterwards the Emperor and Empress
Frederick) were visitors to Wood Norton and between then and his return to France in 1871 the
Due d' Aumale also entertained the Duke and Duchess of Teck and Prince and Princess Christian.
The next Royal visit was in 1904 when the Due d'Orleans received his sister Queen Marie-Amelie-Louise
and her husband King Carlos of Portugal. Somewhat elaborate preparations had been made at Wood Norton
for the visit including the provision of electric lights over the entrance gates and up the main drive. The
royal party were coming from Chatsworth where they had been staying with the Duke and Duchess of
Devonshire following a stay at Windsor. The Mayor and Corporation were anxious to get on with their
preparations by way of a civic welcome and as no reply had been received to a letter written to the Portuguese Embassy in London the Town Clerk telegraphed the Secretary of the Portuguese minister and
subsequently received the following telegram:-

Cox, Town Clerk, Evesham. Their Majesties will be pleased to accept an address from the Mayor and
Corporation of Evesham - Soveral.

m

"ay at Wood Norton was qui".a short one, King Carlos 'pending much of the available time 'hooting
on the estate with the Due d'Orleans and other invited guests.
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The Royal Wedding

greatest gathering of royalty at Wood Norton took place in November 1907 on the occasion of the
marriage of Princess Louise of Orleans, the younger sister of the Due d'Orleans, to Prince Charles of
Bourbon - Sicily whose first wife had died in 1904.
Among the royal guests were King Alfonso of Spain (then the only remaininq ruler of the House of
Bourbon that once reigned in three European countries, France, Spain and Sicily) and the Queen Amelia
of Portugal, the Grand Duke and Duchess Vladimir of Russia, the Comte andComtesseof Caserta (parents
of the bridegroom), the Duchesse d' Aosta, the Due de Montpensier, the Due and Duchesse de Chartres,
the Due d' Alencon, the Due and Duchesse de Guise, the Due and Duchesse de Calabria, Princess Maria Pia
of Bourbon and Princess Marie-Josephine of Bourbon, the Due and Duchesse de Vendome, Prince Jean
Georges of Saxe, Princess Isabella and Princess Eulalie of Spain, Princess 8tephanie of Belgium, Prince and
Princess Alphonse of Bavaria, the Due de Penthievre, Prince Alphonse d'Orleans and many others. Also
present were numerous representatives of the French and Spanish nobility. The English Royal Family
were represented by Princess Henry of Battenberg better known as Princess Beatrice. At the time the
German Emperor and Empress were staying in England as guest of our royal family.

The small private chapel at Wood Norton was far too small for the wedding so the Due d'Orleans had a
large wooden chapel erected on the lawn at the side of the house and painted to resemble the stonework
of the house. Inside this chapel everything was complete even to the stained glass windows. On the south
side was a deep recess and in this the special orchestra and choir, brought over from Paris, was accommodated. The greatest care had been bestowed upon the interior decorations and the Due d'Orleans supervised every detail. The roof, by a clever arrangement of vellum and gauze, had been made to represent the
sky.vdotted here and there with gold fleurs de lis. The altar was of pure white marble and was almost
hidden by choice white blooms. The chapel was connected to the house by a most realistic cloister. A
large banqueting hall was also built as well as temporary quarters for visitors' servants.

-~--
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at

qui" a la" hour it was discovered that the chapel had not been licensed for Weddin~and at-:':::n
the morning of the wedding the civil marriage took place in the little corrugated iron hut in Avon Street,
Evesham which served as the Roman Catholic Church of St. Mary - it was a simple ceremony with only
the closest relatives attending. The royal party then returned to Wood Norton for the main ceremony
which recalled for many of those present the glories of the court of old Versailles with the beautiful
dresses of the women and the striking uniforms of the men.
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scene in the chapel was magnificent The altar was ablaze with light from some 200 candles. The
ceremony was performed by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Birmingham in full robes and wearing his
mitre and supported by several other clergy. Father d' Armaillacq, an old friend of the bridegroom's parents
pronounced a striking nuptial address which (translated) included the following passage:-

Am I in a dream? A brother's affection, as if by magic, has raised a beautiful church out of the ground
Where are we? Are we in Spain, the radiant country of your Royal Highness's adoptors? Spain, it is true is
here, enshrined in the heart of her King and his gracious Queen. Are we in smiling France? Are we at
Versailles or at the Invalides? No, we are neither in Spain nor in France. We are free, and we are in England,
the country which gives a home to all who are pruscribed and the country which your parents love. My
dream therefore has changed to happy reality, and it is the Church, which your Fathers from the days of
St. Louis, have alwavs defended, which now blessesyour union.

Bthe
ceremony the bride wore an embroidered robe of satin charmeuse which was almost hidden by the
folds of a beautiful point d'Angleterre bridal veil. No jewellery was worn. The bridegroom, who was a
general in the Spanish army, wore the gorgeous uniform of the Pavian Hussars with a white dolman edged
with astrakhan and his breast glittered with medals and stars. A contingent of the troops under his command were on duty at Wood Norton throughout the celebrations.
The close relatives of the royal couple were accommodated on the eve of the wedding at Wood Norton but
over 100 guests were accommodated in the homes of the local aristocracy and squirarchy or in local
hotels at Worcester and Evesham. The people of Evesham and district turned out in their thousands to
see the comings and goings of the royal visitors and the town was gaily decked with bunting. In the late
afternoon of the wedding special trains and reserved coaches carried away the illustrious guests and fortytwo hired motor cars and their chauffeurs went back to London, various inhabitants of Evesham, it is said,
availing themselves of a free ride to the metropolis!
From contemporary reports this was the most spectacular wedding to be staged in England for many
years and received much publicity in the national press and abroad. The cost to the Due d'Orleans was
over £30,000 and it is said he never fully recovered from the expense which, as head of the Ho~se of
Orleans and Pretender to the throne of France he felt obliged to incur, possibly to impress the people
of France to whom he had lately addressed a manifesto. Efforts have been made without success to trace
the cinematograph films of the wedding which the Due permitted to be made. After the wedding he
allowed these to be shown in Evesham in aid of the Cottage Hospital which he and his family had always
generously supported. One wonders too what happened to the oil painting of Wood Norton by Mr. Alfred
Parsons, A.R.A., which was presented to the royal couple by the Borough of Evesham.
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royal couple eventually •• ttled in Seville. Prince Charles died in 1949 and Loui se in 1958 havinq been
given the title 'Infante' by King Alfonso XIII in recognition of her good works particularly with the
Red Cross. They had four children and their grandson, the Infante Don Carlos, has been nominated by
General Franco to succeed him as a new King of Spain.

The next Royal visit to Wood Norton was not a happy one and it occured in 1910 when, following the
assassination of King Carlos of Portugal and his son in October of that year, his wife, Queen Amelia,
who was a sister of the Due d'Orleans, fled to England and Wood Norton with the young King Manuel.
After leaving Gibraltar on the evening of Sunday the 16th October they arrived at Evesham station on
Wednesday the 19th October. On hearing that the bereaved King and Queen Amelia were to be visited at
Wood Norton by King George V and Queen Mary, Evesham Borough Council quickly met to make plans
suitable for the occasion. The Town Clerk sent a telegram to the King's private secretary asking if Evesham
could have the honour of presenting a loyal address of welcome. A reply was received the next morninq
reading as follows:-

D.H.M.S. Buckingham Palace. To the Town Clerk, Evesham. The King much appreciates the wish of the
Mayor and Corporation of Evesham to present an address in the event of their Majesties visiting Wood
Norton. If, however, the King and Queen do go to Wood Norton, the visit will be of a strictly private
nature, and therefore it will not be possible to receive an address. A. Biggs, private secretary.

The Mayor and official welcoming party at Evesham railway station awaiting the
arrival of Royal Visitors for the Royal Wedding
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proposed visit was postponed becau se of the death of QueenM,,,,', brother Prince Francis of Teck,
but the King and Queen eventually arrived on Friday the 28th October shortly before 1 p.m. and were met
by the Due d'Orleans and the Comte de Gramont in their Renault car. The royal train, hauled by the
locomotive 'White', had the Royal Arms affixed on either side of it and its headlights surmounted by
crowns. On stepping from the train His Majesty appeared to be in good health but he looked grave and
serious. The Due d'Orleans bowed to the King and kissed him on both cheeks. He then bowed low to the
Queen and kissed her hand. Large crowds had collected in the area of the station and along Worcester Road
in spite of the pouring rain and everyone had a splendid view of the royal passengers. After arriving at
Wood Norton their Majesties went upstairs to see the Duchesse d'Orleans who was ill in bed. Present at
Wood Norton to receive them were the Comtesse de Paris, the Duke of Oporto and various English and
foreign nobility. During the brief visit, which only lasted a few hours, the Due d'Orleans spent half an hour
showing King George round his museum of hunting trophies and the bear pits containing some of the
polar bears he had captured. The King and Queen were driven back to Evesham station in the Due's
Renault accompanied by the Due, By this time the weather had improved and the crowd had grown much
larger and the royal visitors were heartily cheered on their arrival at the station. Visits were also made at
this time by Queen Maud of Norway and Queen Alexandra with whom Queen Amelia had always been on
terms of deep affection.
This, then, was to be the last of the royal visits to Wood Norton as the Orleans family were to leave
there in 1912.

The Due d'Orleans Parents
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The BBC at Wood Norton
r{Zhe
need for a suitable property away from the principal cities of the country to which the British
Broadcasting Corporation could, in the event of war, evacuate some of its departments became apparent
in 1938 at the time of the Munich crisis and the Corporation deputed Mr. H. Bishop, Mr. M.T. Tudsbery
and Mr. R. Wade to organise a search for such a property. After extensive searching involving the inspection
of many available properties the most likely property appeared to be Toddington Manor near Winchcombe
in Gloucestershire. By this time, early in 1939, however, other factors had begun to influence the search
and when the availability of Wood Norton Hall became known a detour was made to inspect it. It seemed
to fulfil the requirements, including the important one of adequate Post Office lines, and thus it came
about that in the Spring of 1939 the British Broadcasting Corporation became the owners of Wood Norton.
The purchase was made in great secrecy, the true purchaser not being named and rumours were allowed to
circulate that the house was being prepared as a home for the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. The Emperor
._of Abyssinia was also mentioned as a likely occupant.

BBC engineers studying a Television Transmitter in the Transmitter Training Hall

~

r. W. Bruce Purslow was transferred to Wood Norton as Enqinee in Charqe and took up hi, duties there
on Easter Monday 1939 (Mussolini had invaded Albania on Good Friday). The main residence, the Stewards
House and other existing buildings were utilized and a number of temporary buildings were erected, the
object of the exercise being mainly to provide an emergency studio centre from which some of the Corporation's broadcasting services could take place, providing the nation with music, talks and entertainment
to keep up morale. In the last few days before the outbreak of war half a dozen studios with the appropriate control rooms were ready for use at Wood Norton and a monitoring station had been established on
Tunnel Hill within the grounds and a fully equipped workshop provided. Two Post Office teleprinter
channels had been installed for transmitting monitored material to London and Post Office lines had been
installed by two alternative routes for communication with the main broadcasting network and with the
telephone exchange. Preparations were also made for a rapid expansion of broadcasting in foreign languages.
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l st September 1939 the B.B.C. was already on a war footinq, On that day the television service closed
down and radio services for home listeners were reduced to one. From the 6th September the studios at
Wood Norton were in frequent use for music productions, schools programmes, features and drama, these
departments having moved to Wood Norton during the first few days of the war. By the beginning of
1940 Wood Norton became one of the largest broadcasting centres in Europe with an average output of
1,300 programme items a week or about 835 hours of broadcasting. The monitoring service on Tunnel Hill
was operative on a 24-hours-a-day basis listening to all forms of broadcast transmissions from abroad
whether by spoken word, in Morse telegraphy or by auto-printers,

Two African students undergoing training on Transmitter equipment at Wood Norton
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people of Evesham, essentially an agricultural community, found themselves faced with a new and
strange experience. They were called upon to take in an alien population many of whom were foreigners
employed in the monitoring service. Mr. S.G. Williams, who was in charge of the administration arrangements for the monitoring service, wrote 'it seems remarkable that the people of Evesham responded so
well to what must have been a traumatic experience for them'. These billetees came to be known as the
'Guinea Pigs' the amount paid for their accommodation, bed and breakfast and a meal, being one quinea per
person per week. Some made lasting friendships and some were glad to leave.
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the technical details of the Wood Norton operation during the
Y"'" the "ad" should consult
Mr. Edward Pawley's book B.B.C. Engineering 1922-1972 published by the B.B.C. in 1972, from which
Mr. Pawley has kindly permitted me to quote.

Many famous actors, actresses, musicians and speakers broadcast from Wood Norton during the war years
and lived for varying periods of time in the Evesham area. These included such famous names as Sandy
McPherson (theatre organ) whose programmes went out from Wood Norton, Mr. C.H. Middleton (gardening programme) who did so much to encourage the 'dig for victory' campaign, Mr. Leslie Bridgewater and
many of the country's leading broadcasters, actors and musicians too numerous to list here.
Almost at the peak of activity at Wood Norton came the great fire on the evening of 4th September 1940
when, from a cause unknown, the upper storeys of the main building became on fire causing considerable
damage to the roof and upper storeys. Considerable anxiety arose at the time because the blaze could
easily have acted as a beacon to enemy bombers who had been quite active in the area in the preceding
weeks. Fire brigades came from Evesham, Pershore and Worcester but owing to the dry Summer there was
insufficient water in the compound and their hoses had to be run right down to the river. Perhaps they
should have saved the Due d'Orleans fire engine after all. Mr. Edward Pawley recalls that the flames were
finally got under control by about 1.0 a.m. the next morning and that the engineers were successful in
getting all the valuable equipment out of the control room though, fortunately, this room remained
undamaged. Broadcasting was not interrupted; an orchestral concert under the direction of Stanford
Robinson had to be cancelled, but by about 2.0 a.m. the following morning, Wood Norton was able to
give a tape reproduction of it via the emergency control room in the Steward's House. There was no lack
of volunteers to salvage records, office furniture, filing cabinets, typewriters, and even teleprinters, and
within about three quarters of an hour almost everything of any value was saved from the fire and water.
The extent of the damage, apart from the drenching of the whole building with water, was confined to the
roof and a few rooms directly beneath it. Within a very short time a temporary roof was put up, all the
, equipment was re-installed and, although the number of available rooms was now reduced, Wood Norton
went back to n.ormal.

.•..

BBC technical staff taking part in Television training in the Studio at Wood Norton
SWing
to the devastation in London caused by heavy air raids in 1941, plans were made for crash evacuation, and emergency studios were constructed on the lawn at Wood Norton. A Lines Department hut, too,
was built on the lawn adjacent to these studios, and was planned to house various items of communication
equipment, carrier systems and test gear. These huts with their associated communication cables were
ready by April 1942. In spite of all these plans to cope with a deteriorating situation, activity at Wood
Norton began to wane during the latter part of 1941. By April 1943, when the Monitoring Service moved to
Caversham, Wood Norton had reverted to little more than the potential evacuation centre that it had been
in 1939, many of the departments having been dispersed elsewhere.
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the end of hostilities Wood Norton ceased to be used for broadcasting and became the Corporation's
Engineering Training Establishment, much of the war-time equipment and broadcasting facilities being,
of course, already installed and available for instructional purposes. It was clear that a permanent training
establishment would be needed here to cope with the programme of expansion which had been planned for
the post-war years in the fields of sound and television broadcasting. Since 1945 the establishment has
greatly expanded and its facilities now include a large fully equipped colour television studio with its
associated control room. On the radio side there are seven stereo tape recording channels, two editing suites
and manual and uniselector control rooms, and facilities are available for transmitter and workshop training
and engineering laboratories for the study of fundamental principles. The instructional work is undertaken
by professional engineers working as lecturers and assistant lecturers and organised in two sections. One
section is responsible for operational staff - cameramen, tape recordists, sound assistants, etc., whilst the
other is concerned with maintenance engineers and technicians.
Although the basic function of the centre is the training of B.B.C. personnel a very considerable contribution has been made and is still being made to the training of technical staff for overseas and foreign
broadcasting undertakings. Most of these students are from the newly independent states of Africa but in
recent years students have come from such places as Cyprus, Laos, Jordan, Libya, Brunei, Paraguay and
Kuwait. Staff have also been trained at Wood Norton for the European Broadcasting Union and the British
Forces Broadcasting Service. Many different courses are available for varying periods of time from a few
days to several weeks and the annual intake of students now exceeds 1200. To celebrate the 21st anniversary of their stay at Wood Norton the Engineering Training Department opened its new Bredon Wing, and
further new buildings are now being erected to enable further expansion.
This, then, brings us up to date and the end of this short account of events at Wood Norton, with a few
thoughts for the Due d'Orleans who would so dearly have loved to have had television coverage for his
Royal Wedding of 1907.
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