It would be idle to oclailm ihat any of the television channels
give entirely trouble=free reception im all arsas. All are subjoot to
considerable variations in the quality of picture received in the home
over the oountry and nobody could say wih oonviction that the UHFP
channels used for BBC-2 are so very different from the others. For
one thing we have 4o remember that our firet UHF notwork ls in a fairly
early stage of development, while the Band I channels uged for HBC=1
have besn in use for very many years. Thare are about seventy
transmittors serving practically the whele of the country, and the
reception problems are well understoed by the Industry, the service men
and the public. Band I1I, used by the ITA, has been in use nov for
twelve years, with about thirty wtations covering most of the country;
here again, the reception problems are well understood. ‘The UHF
bands however have been in use for just over two years and, although
construstion of the new stations is going shead very muchmore rapidly
than was the case with either of the other two services, we have so
far enly eight stations in operaticn, and by the end of the year we
expeot this to inorease to fifteen, and by next year many more.

The 625-Ine PBC=2 service in the UHF bend was laumched
after a more than usually torough series of field trials. It was
launched in the URF band becauss this was tho enly band arailable.

It was known that reception of ths main stations could be difficult
in some areas, and for this reason the plans cover the building of

a large number of relay and fill-in stations. Construction of these
must necessarily lag behind the building of the main statioms.

Why was the new service startod on 625 lines? Because this
is the standard used in the greater part of the talevision world, and
it was considered that a phangeover of brondcasting in this comntry
to this standard was necessary. +He could mot continue to operate

on 405 lines indufini_tal:.r, and & new service ought to be on the final

system.
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Naturally the new service is often judged against the two established
services, but it must not be forgotten that many of the initial reception
difficulties affecting the placing of the receiving ssrials, the
charasteristios of the receiver, and the public getting used to tuming
a receiver for these existing services have all been dealt with.

In time, UAF reception will be as widely appreciated.

UHP, while still at a disadbantage in come respects, does have
& mumber of important adventages in others. It will not be affected by
the continental interference which has osused a good deal of troubls in
some areas on IBC-1, It is also omuch more immuns ito interference
caused by the ignition aystems of motor-cars, sparking from refrigerators,
hair-driers and the liks, So far BEBC-2 is living well up to the high
tochnical standards we sot cureelves; sy surveys of coveragis/Rirsal
survey methods, with replies to questionnsires issued in the Rado Times
and from interviews with dealers,all iddicate very high proportions of
satisfied vicwers — and the fast that the HEC-2 sudience is increasing
at the rate of 250,000 a month is surely ewilence of this satisfaction.
ghis is &t the time whem virtually only the main stations are in operatiom,
and the relay and fill-in statiomns, which are an essential part of the
UHF plan, have not yet been built.

The 625-1ine picture is Swndmes . better than the 405=line
pioture. It is sharper, and the viewer is hardly comsoious of the
line structure, while the flickering effeot on horisontal edges which
is sometimes seen on 405-line reception disappears completely.

For colour, the 625-line standard makes possible much better
mmwnzw,mm-umnunnmtmmwm
in many countries overssas.

It is hard to say now whothor . Salsiliiswe-teensier

d ever be tranaferred
na o go tho 2%-?1::- 60=field syatem

tolevision in the United
as used in the United States, but it certainly ooculd not happen for

many deoades. e have enough problems glready, without hawmg to
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worTy ebout viewers who are not even bomm yel. If howover at sooe
@simms tice in the distant future it seemed desirable, it would be much
easler to make the tramsfor from the 62%=-line systom to the 525=line
systen than it would from the 405-lins sywtem.

o deoision has basn taken to transfor the e xating services
from 405 to 625 linss, The actual changeover from 405 to 625 would
be very complex gnd 4ifficult, and the problems involved have not jyet
besn solved, but they will be solved. It could bardly be accomplished
in less than about ten years. e are looking into a mumber of ways
of naking the . changeover, FseElsasugueation-SNEbETtNgoesl
selstionsderpeutiie ond @ at some future date we shell come into
1ino with a large part of the rest of the world on 625 lines for all
our networks, After thai, who knows. The whole question of television
otandardn in overahadowed by tho possibility of direot broadscasting
fron shtelliton. Whatever Lappens,it is most unlikely that that
would be on a 405=line systen.

In the meantime howsver, for good recepticn of BEC-2, make sure
vou have a good UHF aerial installation.
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