INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING CONVENTION, 20th — 22nd BEPTENBER
gt the Roval lancaster Hotel .

Hotes for Opening Speech by Lord Hill at 10 n.m. on
Hednesday 20th Soptember

Thie International Broadcasting Convention, sponsored by the
Electronic Engineering Aesotiation and the Royal Television Society
with the support of the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland Seotion
of the Institute of Eleotrical and Elactronics Engineers, comes at
a most opportune time of unprecedented rate of development in
broadeasting, and particularly tolevision broadcasting, over the whole

world,

We have come to accept the present dominance of televieion and
radio, especially of televiesion, as a part of the natural order of
things, but when we lock back we see that it is not so many years since
they started and that when they did start they grew fairly slowly at
first and then they rapidly gain public acceptance, In many ways this
made things easy for everybody. The demand for equipment and for men
to handle the new teochniques grew slowlyj there was plenty of time for
develcpment, for trial and error, and to train the men both theoretically
and on the job. The rate of growth was slowed up also by the sheer
difficulty of creating new networks, finding transmitter sites and
so on. Thim will not be the situation with colour television, either in
this country or OIM» The public already knows and likes television
and will welcome the increased pleasure end the increased appreciation of

that colour -
the good ¢hings of 1ife/will bring to them, On the oonmstructiomal
eide for most organisations it will not be neceseary to build new
networks for ecolour, but to introduce colour into the existing networks.
In the U.K. we will have to cope with both of these, in that colour
kas been introduced in the existing BBC-2 network and will be
introduced into new networks for the BEC-1 and ITA duplicated programmes.
However, the probleam will be eamed as these new networks will be built
at existing sites, using existing masts and so on. We can therefore

expect a very rapid inorease in the demand for colour.
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So, while the mamufacturing industriee in all countries were
able to develop and perfect equipment in black-and-white over o poriod
of time, colour will be expooted to spring like Athene from the brow
of Zous. This is all right for the recipients and for Athene, but how
to got Atheno fully armed for colour is the problem for the engineors,

ecigntists and manufacturers represented at this Convention.

The very fact that the public are so acoustomed to television,
that they will pay apprecisbly more for their colour set than thoy
would have done for a black-end-whito set and that the eye secos lack
of #idelity in colour much more readily than it sees it in blpck-and-
white will malke the public more exacting for colour than for black-
and-white. On the other hand, the inhevent technical difficulties of
oolour make it harder to achieve the required results and call for more
oare in setting up the cclour signal than the black-and-white signal
and much more accurate measuring techniques. This means considerable
equipment, whioch I am sure the people represented here will bo able to
supply, and it also means considerable skill in the hands of the people
operating the equipment. Whatever 1t means, howover, the yublic will
rightly insist that the engineers deliver the goods and I am sure you
will do BoO.

Horeover, as 1 said earlier, instead of this alkill being required
at firat only at the cemtre and then spreading out pgradually over the
whole of the area to Yo sorved, the skill will now be requived all owver
the area end will be required not only in the hande of the pedple
producing end broedcanting but aleo in the hende of the radio servicemen
dealing with the receiver. It means that we have to have very well
orgenieed methode of operation and measurement of what we are doing and
it memme widespread training facilities must be provided, Very
considorable progress has been made in these latter rempocts: test
transmissions are to be put cut, and both manufacturers and colleges are
organising special courses for the training of the engineera and
technicians engaged in this operation.
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The combng of colour will still further stimulate the publio
appetite for intermmational exchange of programmes, particularly sporting
progranmes, The BBC devalopment of equipment to convert colour pignals
from the Amemtican standards to the Buropean standards, or vice-=versa,
is a very great step forward in meeting this demand. If, as is expected,
this equipment is used to bring colour pioctures from the Olympic Oames
in Hexioco City to the whole of Furope in the summer of next year, it
will enormously stimilate public interest in colour. In future years
progmmme exchange between satellite in all parts of the world will
undoubtedly become commonplace. In some parts of the world where land-
based commmications are difficult, it is very probable that trans—
mission direct to the publio will be made from satellites, OSuch a form
or brasdcasting will undoubtedly be first introduced in large arcas
such as Cansda or Africa, or parts of Asia, but it must not be lost
sight of that we oould aleso biing additional services to such densely-
porulated areans as Hurope.

Television, snd particularly ocolour television, dominates the
broadoasting segne at the present and is likely to do so for many yoars.
Ve met not forget, however, the enormous interest that still exiests in
evory country in radio broadoasting. New services are being brought
into exiastence, and improved equipment is emabling new types
Frogrammes to be oreated. 1t is to be hoped that it will bo a long time
before television ir provided in oars, even for the back-seat passengers,
as the driver's frustration at not seeing the programme would be
dangerous., Hadio in oares does give, however, a very real service, and
there is no doubt that this will inorease, and the present rather mlow
sove towards getting VHF/FM used in car radioss will be aoccelerated.

For the dediocated hi-fi listener stereophonic services are growing in
2ll countries of the world,
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This present Convention is the first of those to bo hold in London
and has assenbled a very imprensiwve lizt of authoritative Chairmen and
speakers on broadcasting subjeots from many countries in Furops, the
Amerions and Asin. The bodies exhibiting the aquipment are also doing so
on a world-wide basie. With thic combination of firot-class papers,
excellent equipment exhibitionn, and fascinating subjects for diseunsion
1 am quite safe in wishing the Convention n successful start with profit
not only to the participants and the organisere, but also to all the
broadcasting world.
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