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THE ROYAL TELEVISION SOCIETY : BANQUET

L

2Bth February 1967: Raply to toast

Broadcasting, end particularly television broadoasting, has been
the sooiclogical revolution of the century. It has had an impaot
on the thinking and lives of people in general comparable with that
of the printing press, but with the difference that what it has
accomplished in decades, took the printing press centuries.

The printing press came of course in the Dark Ages, and by some

higtorians vas said to have brought sbout the end of those Dark Ages.

Actually of course we now know that the Dark Ages lasted until the
invention of television, and it was the flickering light of the

television screen that brought about the end of the Dark Akes.

This light does not have the seleoctive effect of the printed word
but appeals to the literate and the illiterate. INobody in the
Royal Television Society would wish to cladm that they started this
revolution but they certainly helped it alongj; they were in at the
beginning, and they take a very active part in all of its activities
and developments today. Of course whether this participation is
looked on as useful or as helping to sow dragon's teeth or opening
Pandora's box must depend not on technical performance but upon the
estination of the walue of television programme. Television is a
most unique combination of skfld and expertise both in the technical
and in theprogramme and human relationship fielda. It ecalls Hot
only for technical competence but a knowledge of and sympathy with
human interesis and psychology (peychologicaT story)
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Back in 1927 when the Televieion Secoiety was started, the views
of many good sound people with their feet on the ground, were , that
television was a scientific possibility, probably an impractical
pipe dream, and certainly an uneconomic venturs. Nineyears later,
the world's first public television servios/#tarted by pecple who
had courage, and now, just thirty years later, there are already
two hundred million receivers in theworld, and the time is fast
approaching when thers will be hardly a country without a televsion

service.

Learned scoieties, such as ours, have two basic roles to play.
Firstly, to lead the public by showing them things that they may not
have dreemt of, or had not realised the feasibility of, and thus
mould public opinion. This applies not only in the provision of
stimulation o6f demands for new equipment but also in bringing to the
knowledge of the public the realisation of what can be dome, and
what uses can be made of facilities already developed.

The other role is trying to devise means of fulfilling the needs
expressed by the publio for an extension of the services they have.
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In doing all this, the economioc aspects must be clearly kept in view.

This has particularly been done in the design and production of

television receivers where, in 2 world where most things cost two and
three times as much as they did twenty years ago, the television
receliver notually costs less, while giving & bigger and a batter
ploture. Almost as important: as the economic use of money is

the econcmiec use of spectrum spase. Speotrum saving devices,

such as enable us to pack a colour signal into a black-and-white

channel, will become of inoreasing importance.

The Boyal Television Soclety and its members have contributed
in all these roles in the past, but wEll have even more to do in
the future. In carrying out these assigmmente,the technical and
cultural interests are almost equally important. If the service
given and the quality end relimbility of the piotures are not
adequate, then television will not flourish no matter what the
quality or interest of the programme. Perhaps even more so,
if the programmes are not good, then no matter how excellent and
rekiahle is the picture guality, people will not bother to look at it,
and again public interest is lost. If the publio interest ia loat
for either reasom, the supply of momey dries up and further advances
become impossible.
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The dual encouragement of both technical andeultural excellence,
whioh is basic to the philosophy of the Royal Television Scciety,
is therefore essential to the succeass of television and to the

many developments which stem from television.

As far as work is concerned, on the technical side, we have an
enormous programme in hand, not only Jjudged from the point of view
of what is important to the United Kingdom, but also of what is
of interest to the rest of the world. The Postmaster—Ueneral
anmounced recently decisions on the future line Rt ana colour,
and we lmow we are to produce colour television on 625 lires only
for all programmes, and we are to put in hand plmas to enable us 4o—
eventually to drop 405-line transmissions. This decision affects
everybody in television, ms it affects every single plece of equipment,
and-much of the operating procedure, right from the studioc to the
receivers It will take many years before the operation is completed,
but we now have a definition of phat to do, and everybody concerned
is pgetting on with it. The improvements in technigques which are
now being worked out will be of wmlue and interest to televisien

all over the world.
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A world-wide problem exists, because it has not been possible
to agree & world-wide oystem for colour televiaion, and systens
converters will be necessary for international programme exchange.
This becomes every day more and more neceassary with the inorease
in exchange by satellite and by video tape recording. The problems
are howaver boing nsolved, but of course at the cost of some loss of

quality and added complexity to tho exchangs arrangements.

Televieion is also developlng in the widest sense and going well
boyPnd what for a long time peemed to be its bounds as a means of
home entertainment, instruction and enlightenment. Television is
becoming inoreasingly motive outside these bounds; we find
television in closed circuit use in Indnstry, in transport, and,
mogt important, it is coming into inoreamsing ume in ednnetion and
madicine., It would seem to have the very greatest future application
in nduuatianl, possibly by radiation over the eir, but certainly in the
form of slosed=oirouit televieion distributed over centralised groups
in recorded form for playback when required. Thers is a-n enormous
field of development here. Television is important for education
at every level from the simplest teaching of readingmaad writing
all the way to advanced physics. Evary country will need educatisnal
television, no matter what are its existing educational standards,
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In medicine too, partioularly now that the colour television problem
is eclved, in both its direot and ite reccrded form, there are
enormouc applloations aveilsble which must lead to an improvement

in medical Imowledge end teaching, even in the mogt developed
countries, but particularly in the less-developed countries.

Dsvolopments in television have lead, and will lead, to
developments in other fields. The investment in research,
dovelopment and production fasilities,made poenible by the large
anounts of public money attrgoted by television, produce devices
end pethods that have applications a1l over the fields of

telecommmication and computeras.
STRY

Both direotly end through its wmewbers, the Foyal Television
Soviety ie well pleced end is enxious o play e full pert in all
technical and programme dsvelopments, and the programme of expansion
approved by the Society will help us to do this. The spirit of
iis members will ensure the maximum value of the provisions made
in all the fields in which television will be active.

After 40 years we have & lot to show, but after 50 years I am

sure very much more.
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