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Peter Rainger (DDE) Retires

Peter Rainger George Cook

Peter Rainger, CBE, FRS, F. Eng.,
B.Sc(Eng), FlEE, Deputy Director
of Engineering (DDE), retired
from the BBC on 17 May. He has
been succeeded in the post by
George Cook, C. Eng., FlEE,
previously Assistant Director of
Engineering (ADE), who retains
his present departmental areas of
responsibility. The new ADE is
Charlcs Sandbank, F. Eng., BSc,
DIC, F.Inst.P., FlEE, previously
Head of Research. Department
(HRD), who took up his new post
on 24 April and took over the
departmental responsibilities prev-
iously carried out by Peter Rainger.
Dr. Brucc Moffat has taken over
as Head of Research Department.

Peter Rainger
Peter Rainger joined the BBC as a
grad ua te engincer in 1951 and
worked on mm equipment and
later on magnetic recording and
signal-processing equipment in the
Planning and Installation Depart-
mcnt. He movcd to Designs
Departmcnt, becoming Hcad of
Television Recording Section and
thcn Hcad of Studio Group bcforc
being appointed I-IDDin 1969. Ilc
was appointed Head of Research
Dcpartmcnt in 1971 and subse-
qucntly promoted to ADE and
then DDE with responsibility for
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all Engineering Research and
Development in the BBC.

Peter Rainger has been the
recipient of several awards which
have marked his distinguished
career in the BBC. He received the
David Sarnoff gold medal for
developments in electronics, and
his work in the field of television
standards conversion was recog-
nised by the joint award of the
J.J. Thomson Premium of the
Institution of Electrical Engineers,
the Geoffrey Parr Award of the
Royal Television Society and an
Emmy Award of the National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences of the U.S.A. He was the
first to propose a new service, now
known as Teletext. The develop-
ment of the Teletext system
recently earned a Queen's Award
for Technological Achievement
for the Engineering Directorate of
the BBC and the IBA's Engin-
eering Division. In 1982 he was
elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society for his major contribut-
ions to the development of
electronic techniques used in
television.

Georgc Cook
Gcorge Cook joincd the BBC in
1947 as a maintenance engineer
continucd on page 5



Editorial
I have sung the praises of Trans-
mitter Department before in this
column, but I would be neglecting
my duties if I didn't comment on
the problems that the transmitter
maintenance teams faced during
the blizzards that struck Scotland
and Norther.n England in January
and February this year.

Deserving a special mention
are the Meldrum team in Scotland
who were faced with an aerial fire
at the Durris station in the worst
of the weather on January 17th.
Two members of the team drove
to Durris having already put in a
hard day's work at their base.
Unable to effect immediate repair
to the aerial, they eventually set
off home only to have their Range
Rover break down! The following
day six inches of ice covered the
aerial, and access to the station
was impossible due to the heavy
snowfall.

Thus it was that the BBC and
IBA emergency operations went
into full swing. Reserve equipment,
transmitters, aerials, commun-
ication links and other gear were
brought' into the Redmoss mf
station from as far away as the
Isle of Wight, and by the 21 st
January a temporary make-shift
television service was established
for the primary service area in
Aberdeen. Meanwhile, some of the
smaller relay stations had had their
re-broadcast aerials swung round
to ('ick up signals from stations
not effected by the shutdown.

i Throughout this period the
weather conditions were bad and
the only snow-mobile owned by
the BBC, and based at Meldrum,
proved to be a valuable asset.

You will notice that I have
not .singled out anyone for a
'special mention'. The team feel
that this would be inappropriate,
since the work was a team effort.
They pay tribute to the trem-
endous co-operation that they
received from Transmitter Group
an.d from their colleagues in the
IBA.

So, congratulations to all
involved, whether out in the snow
and wind, or answering the
telephone to angry viewers who
missed part of the 'Thorn Birds'.

Alan Lafferty
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Old Soldiers Never Die - OBA/8
Lives On In The War Rooms
The Cabinet War Rooms, situated
in the basement of Government
offices near Whitehall, were used
by Winston Churchill's War Cabinet
and the Chiefs of Staff of the
armed services during the Second
World War. They have now been
restored as far as possible to their
original condition, and .the BBC
has contributed working OBA/8
radio outside broadcast equipment
identical to that which was
installed during the War. The
equipment was -installed in the
renovated rooms by John Ireland,
who retired from Engineering
Division some 18 months ago, and
who had much experience in
working with OBA/8 equipment
when serving with SCPD.

The OBA/8 was introduced
just before the War and was

fe

desIgned as a number of separate
units which could be easily carried
and simply stacked for ~operation
or transport. The basic equipment
comprised an amplifier, 4-channel
mixer, monitoring loudspeaker,
and a mains unit; the mains unit
and amplifier were duplicated, and
stand. by batteries were provided.
The amplifier used two AC/SP3
high-mutual-conductance rf pen-
todes originally designed for tele-
vision, but they proved exception-
ally suitable for audio frequency
amplifiers - the compactness and
simplicity of the OBA/8 amplifier
was such that the same techniques
were applied to audio frequency
amplifiers in general. The specif-
ication included a frequency
characteristic within 1 dB from
30 - 10,000 Hz, and total har-
monic distortion in the order of
1%. The new equipment, as it was
in 1939, broke with tradition in
providing volume control at the
OB point; previously the control
had been at the studio centre.

Fittingly enough, one of the
last major outside broadcasts to
use OBA/8 equipment was the
'occasion of Winston Churchill's
funeral in 1965~

The restored War Rooms are
now open to the public under the
administration of the Imperial War
Museum - Mrs Thatcher perform-
ed the opening ceremony in March.
The BBC equipment is only one
exhibit in a feast of memorabilia
ranging from the Map Room used
to plot the course of the War,
to a few ill-gotten sugar lumps
found concealed in the desk drawer
of a senior officer of the day. The
sugar lumps look remarkably like
those of today but they are, of
course, 'charged with atmosphere'.

Tr,-,,-,~itt.~$ _QR~ned
The following uhf transmitters
have opened since January:-

Brechin
Crqydon Old Town
Cwm Ffrwd-oer
Glyncorrwg
Kinver
Lostwithie1
Lulworth
Melvich
New Addington
Parwich
Penderyn
South Maesteg
Woodnook

Tayside
Surrey
Gwent

Glamorgan
Staffs

Cornwall
Dorset

Highlands
Surrey
Derby

Glamorgan
Glamorgan
Lancashire

The following vhf transmitters
have opened or changed:-

Bath (mixed poI'n) Avon
Llangollen (stereo) Clwyd
Oban (mixed poI'n) Strathclyde
Rumster Forest Highland

(transfer from Thrumster)

The following Local Radio trans-
mitters have opened or changed:-

Bilsdale West Moor R. Cleveland
(stereo)

Blaenavon (vhf)
Christchurch (vhf)
High Hunsley

(mixed poI'n)
Lancaster

(mixed pol'n)
Les Platons R. Jersey

(stereo and mixed poI'n)
Littlebourne (mf) R. Kent
Oxcliffe (mf) R. Lancashire
Rusthall (mf) R. Kent
Whitby (stereo) R. Cleveland

R. Gwen t
R. Gwent

R. Humberside

R. Lancashire

Copies of the 1984 pocket booklet
'BBC Television and Radio Stat-
ions' are now available from EID.


